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Amendments to the Specification 

Please replace paragraph [0117] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0117] Another embodiment of the invention is shown in Figures 3 and 4. A prosthetic 

valve 50 comprises a valve assembly 52 positioned within a support stent 54. The proximal 56 
and distal 58 portions of support stent 54 are narrow as compared to the mid-portion 60 of 
support stent 54, where valve assembly 52 is positioned. Within support stent mid-portion 60 
valve assembly 52 is preferably positioned co-axially and at a small distance, for example, from 
0.5 to 3 cm, from the interior surface 64 of support stent 54. Valve assembly 52 is attached by 
connecting membrane 66 to stent supports 68, which optimally have holes or projections 70 to 
anchor said membranes 66. Any annular space between interior surface 64 and valve assembly 
52 [[54]] is filled with appropriate material to prevent flow around valve assembly 52 [[54]]. 
Valve leaflets are shown in closed 72 and open 74 positions. 

Please delete paragraph [0118] in its entirety. 

Please replace paragraph [0119] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0119] The effective cross-sectional area of valve assembly 52 [[54]] will preferably be 

from about 40 to 80% of the cross-sectional area across support stent midsection 60. 
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